South Devon Branch
Minutes of meeting Tuesday 11th February 2025
Held at Paignton Conservative Club
Apologies: Ian Packham; Andrew Thompson; Elizabeth Hulme; Edgar h.
Chairmans Report: Bob gave a brief report with nothing significant changing. Bob did suggest that some of the WhatPub entries are old and possibly need updating. A discussion ensued but with no particular conclusion.
GBG Selection: Billy presented the years beer scores and had highlighted in yellow 27 pubs that had met all criteria. John Betts raised the question of one pub that was dispensing Otter Ale out of the ‘fake’ hand pull; after a lengthy discussion Bob proposed that the pub was not included in the 2026 GBG , seconded by Lawrence S, voting was 16 for the motion with 2 abstaining. The remaining 26 were then approved unanimously to be included in 2026. We then had further discussion on a further 3 to be included with 3 reserves. After we had final agreement there was a vote of thanks to Billy for his work and input.
Secretaries Report: Dave W did not have anything to report, however he did thank all those who had attended the TQ Beerworks beer festival and for the support given. It was a success and would be held again 5th – 8th February 2026
Treasurers Report: With the absence of Ian, Dave W gave a short report that we had £3400 in the bank. We had two outstanding amounts owing from adverts in News and Brews. No questions on finance from the floor. Ian at this stage would also have given a report on the Members Weekend and Dave B stepped in with some statistics and an update on where we were. It was noted that very few South Devon members had registered or volunteered.
[bookmark: _Hlk190242670]Membership Report: LS reported that we had 540 members; 2 down on the previous report. HQ were also 140 down Nationally.
Social Secretary Report: 
Past Events
The twixtmas walkabout to Totnes proved very popular. This was followed in January by a visit to Ivybrige
Coming Events
The trip to Salcombe and Kingsbridge is on Wednesday 19th Feb.  Meet at Totnes station for the 11.00 164 bus to Salcombe (12.05) via Kingsbridge (11.36). Return via pubs in Kingsbridge.
Great British Beer Festival Winter takes place in Rotherham 12 - 15 Feb

Website Report: Recent additions:
Dates available on website until AGM in June
Details of forthcoming Mid Week Socials to Salcombe and Ashburton
New reports of the Ivybridge trip and the Christmas walkabout to Totnes
 The Firs Staffordshire, is the winner of our Club of the Year 2024!
Lidl has been granted permission by a High Court to open its very first in-store pub in Northern Ireland.
CAMRA sprang a surprise in January and announced a new logo – B&W only
News and Brews: LS stated that the deadline for articles in the next issue was 21st February. Bob said that he had been given magazine holders and could do with handing them over to someone.
Totnes Beer & Cider Fest Report: DB presented a pamphlet that Alan had produced for a Totnes pub guide that was also promoting the Beer and Cider Fest. These will now be printed and available for circulation shortly. DB then gave an update on where we were with planning and was pleased with the way things were at present. The main thing we are looking for now are food concessions. The next planning meeting will be 28th February 6pm at the Maltings, Newton Abbot and we have a meeting on 28th March 10am at the Civic Hall, Totnes. Anyone interested in helping the planning going forward are welcome to both meetings.
Cider News: Nothing to report.
Brewery News: Nothing to report
Pub News: Nothing to report
AOB:  Richard A (Grizzly) suggested that the branch might consider a Brewery of the Year. The committee to discuss.
Meeting closed at 10pm
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 11th March 2025 at TQ Beerworks Taphouse Torquay.
