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BEER WITH ALTITUDE

Dartmoor Brewery is the highest brewery in England, situated at 1465 ft above sea level in the heart of
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CASK ALE

Dartmoor Brewery Ltd, Station Road, Princetown, Devon PL20 6QX DARTMOOR

Telephone: 01822 890789 | www.dartmoorbrewery.co.uk BREWERY

The Silent Whistle

The pub at the heart of Ashburton

e Cask Ales

e Pub Grub — locally sourced ingredients

e Best freshly made pizzas
e Free pool table & dart board
e Live music venue
Live Sky & TNT Sports
Family friendly
Dog friendly

e Family run pub

Tel: 01364 716327 A warm welcome from
www.thesilentwhistle.com Paul & Steph

34, St Lawrence Lane, Ashburton, Devon, TQ13 7DD
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I WELCOME -
to the Winter 2025 edition eWs —
of South Devon CAMRA
branch magazine.

Awarm welcome to the Winter 2025 edition of News and Brews, South Devon CAMRA's
free quarterly magazine. The recent budget has unfortunately not helped the licenced
trade as even the promised reduction in business rates will be offset by anincreasein
rateable value and the impact of higher wage bills inhibits local employment. Atthe
same time many customers will have less in their pockets so the future for our licenced
trade looks even harder inthe future.

However, to move onto a lighter note, we had a great Autumn with a campaigning trip into
the Teign Valley and socials in Brixnam and the Torquay area. The campaigning trip
enabled us to visit pubs that we haven't been to as a group since pre-Pandemic days and
it was good to see the pubs all open and with good ales on offer. Our members have also
been on their travels and have written about them and the pubs and beer they
encountered in thisissue

Moving on to the next few months we start our Pub of The Year and Good Beer Guide
process in the New Year and if you are a CAMRA member you will have received an email
about the Pub of the Year process. In thisissue you will find details of

our other activities and articles submitted by members. If you have

anidea foran article, please let me know.

In the meantime, | wish you all a great Festive season and hope you,
and especially our licenced trade have a profitable 2026.

Cheers for now,

L avence Stvi wyer
Editor

CAMRA Members Investment Club (page5)
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Pub Focus - The Royal Oak, Ashburton (page10)

Four Days in Jersey (page 14-15)

South Devon Camra celebrates 50 years - Part 3 (oage 17-18)
A Rural Pub Par Excellence (page20)

Grumpy For All Seasons (page 24-25)
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NEW! PALE ALE CASK

A FRESH, FULL-BODIED & POWERFULLY
HOPPED 4.6% PALE ALE

DUR BEST=aELLING WG PRODUCT
|5 NOW AVAIALBLE IN 36 CASKI

oo
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© © @SALCOMBEBREWERY  SALCOMBEBREWERY.COM

13" Century thatched pub in the heart of Stokeinteignhead

e Localcaskales andciders

e Excellent food lunchtimes and
evenings

e Sunday Roast served all day

e Family and dog friendly

e Beer Garden and car park

e 30p per pintdiscount for CAMRA
members (real ales and ciders)

01626 872475

www.thechurchhouseinn.pub
The Church House Inn, Stokeinteignhead, Devon, TQ12 4QA

PUTTING YyOUR MONEY W HERE
YOUR TASTEBUDS ARE

Have you ever wondered how you could possibly combine your love of real ale with
potentially increasing your savings and getting a financial reward? Well, your answer might
be tojoin the CAMRA Members'’ Investment Club!

Although borne out of and aligned with the Campaign, sharing the same ideals and values,
itis not part of the Campaign and receives no financial support from it. The investments
are solely owned by the Club’s membership and nobody else. CMIC has grown into what
is probably the largest investment club in the UK with roughly 2500+ members and assets
roughly valued at around £15m.

The Club aims to provide its Members with an attractive total investment return derived
from a portfolio of companies involved in the production or retailing of real ale and allied
trades ie; it seeks to protect and increase the value of members’ funds over the longer
term whilst remaining true to the objectives of the Campaign. To achieve thataimitinvests
in a variety of stocks and shares (quoted and unlisted) in companies, including large and
small breweries, pub owning companies and property businesses operating in the pub
sector. Currently there are over 30 companies in the portfolio, ranging from the giants of
UK brewing to smaller long-established family-controlled brewers such as Adnams and
Shepherd Neame. Micro-breweries represented include first generation firms such as Hop
Back and younger businesses like Loch Lomond or Twickenham Fine Ales. Other
investments include some international brewers who have interests in UK cask beer, such
as Asahi, Carlsberg and Heineken, and pub owning companies, like Marston’s, Mitchell &
Butlers and Wetherspoons. Some of the smaller pub groups such as The Beer Consortium
and Heavitree also feature.

The Club is organised along the lines of a unit trust with minimum and maximum
contribution rates (from just £5 per month), payable monthly or annually, and each
investor attending the AGM has one vote irrespective of the size of holding. Day to day
administration is contracted out to a regulated chartered accountancy firm (Allens) and
the quoted investments are securely held in nominee names managed by the Club’s
stockbrokers, who are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The accounts are
inspected annually by independent accountants. It is, therefore, run in accordance with
financial best practice.

The Club hosts an annual meeting and lunch with guest speakers - Simon Theakston
spoke this year, and frequent brewery trips are arranged. If you are a member of CAMRA
and want to learn more about the Club please contact:

CMIC at 123 Wellington Road South, Stockport SK13TH,

info@cmic.uk.com 0161359 3976 or view the website www.cmic.uk.com.

The Club looks forward to welcoming you as a new member.
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Branch Events

December 2025

January 2026

February 2026

March 2026

=

PUB & BREWERY NEW/S

The Albert Inn, Bridgetown Totnes Following the success of the Halloween Beer Festival,
the dates for the 2026 Winter Beer Festival have been announced. The festival, which will
feature the Bridgetown Brewery range including several specials will run from Friday
January 30th to Sunday February 1st (opening hours Fri 1500-2300, Sat noon-2300,
Sunday noon-1900). As always food will be available and music from King Colobus will
feature on Saturday evening. Meanwhile preparations continue for what is hoped will be a
busy Christmas period. "Hopefully plenty of people will come out and celebrate over the
festive period," says Giles Hawkins, probably echoing the thoughts of every landlord.

The Royal Oak, Ashburton - previously known as The Hound of The Baskervilles has now
reopened under a new landlord and its original name. lan Packham has written an article
in this issue for more information

Palk Arms, Hennock Palk landlord Mike Rowland was delighted to see members of the
South Devon branch of CAMRA pop into the pub during their recent tour of the Teign Valley
area. "It was very good to see them all. | hope they all had a good time and look forward to
seeing them again in the not too distant future," he commented. Meanwhile the pub's
Saturday morning fry-ups continue to go well, as do the Sunday lunches and the live music
nights. Thoughts now turn to the Festive period. "The pub will be decorated, the log fires
will be burning and hopefully the locals will be out in force," Rowland confirmed.

The Locomotive in Newton Abbot has a new Landlord and now has handpumps on the
barand it will be selling real ale next week, probably London Pride and maybe others.

Bridgetown Brewery maestro George is currently very busy both keeping up with the
demand for his beers and brewing several "specials" for the upcoming Albert Inn 2026
Winter Beer Festival Jan 30-Feb1. "There will be a few old favourites plus a couple of new
brews," he confirmed. George is also delighted that Shark Island Stout will be available at
the Exeter CAMRA Winter Beer Festival in January. "Exeter CAMRA are regular visitors to the
Albert beer festivals and | am very happy that they have asked for one of my brews," he
added.

Bays Brewery’s much-loved 'Jingle Ale' charity beer is back to spread some festive cheer
- and once again, they are proudly supporting Children's Hospice South West. They are
kicking off the season of goodwill in true Bays style with the return of their popular ho-ho-
hoppy amber ale, available now in bottles and beer boxes. More info and purchase options
at https://www.baysbrewery.co.uk

Sandford Orchards Red Zero has just won gold and been named Best Non-Alcoholic
Cider at the World Cider Awards, less than a year after it was launched. This latest accolade
follows gold awards from Taste of the West and The Farm Shop and Deli Awards, with
undoubtedly more to come. They have just installed 8 new 50,000 litre tanks ahead of a
bumper harvest expected to be the biggest they have ever witnessed. They plan to
increase production of their core ciders and create new varieties from this year’s
exceptional apple haul.
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PUB FOCUS — THE ROYAL OAK, ASHBURTON

Itis great to see a pub reopening after having been shut for a while. Pubs are a great part of
the community and additional pubs reopening give the locals and customers from further
afield additional choice as to where to drink and possibly eat.

| am referring in this case to the Royal Oak in Ashburton which reopened on 21st October
2025. This pub has changed names twice in the last eight or nine years, recently reverting
toits original name.

The pub was the Royal Oak until it shut in 2015, having had a number of landlords in the
latter years including Giles who now runs the Albert Inn in Totnes. It remained shut for a
couple of years and then reopened in 2017 under a themed name ‘Hound of the
Baskervilles” having had a complete transformation internally. This included the moving of
the bar from the front area that you came into when entering the pub. My first thought was
‘whereis the bar’ asit had been moved into the rear room. The main area of the pub, which
now had no bar, had been redecorated to give a very much themed appearance including
imitation views of the moor from a train window on one wall and many other decorations
depicting the Hound of the Baskerville theme. The same applied to the smaller rear room.

The pub continued to operate in this way until it was forced to close in March 2020 due to
Covid. It was slow to reopen afterwards and did not finally reopen until November 2020
where it continued to operate on a sporadic basis until it finally closed in November 2021.

The pub then lay dormant with a ‘For Sale’ sign outside and, as there had been no sign of
movement for a while plus the apparent need to move the bar back to its original position
in order to get a licence, many people feared that it would not reopen and disappear for
ever.

Thenin the middle of 2025 there were signs of things starting to happen, slowly at first,and
then gathering speed until the final reopening on 21st October 2025. The bar had been
moved back into the larger room at the front, as required, and all traces of the old theme
had been removed. Also, importantly, the pub had reverted back to the name ‘“The Royal
Oak'.

The inside has been very tastefully decorated with a large oak tree having been painted into
one corner of the main bar area and versions of old railway posters depicting travel to Devon
have been included. The bar now serves three cask ales via handpump, two of which come
from Bridgetown Brewery in Totnes with the other tending to be a guest. The pub is
managed by Vicky, who used to work at the Albert Inn in Totnes and she is helped by her
partner Karl. Itis now a very friendly pub serving good real ale and food together with all the
other typical varieties of drinks and well worth a visit.

Mostimportantly itis just great to see another pub reopening rather than shutting for good.
Enjoy your visit

L Prackham

10 W&Et
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Home of Bridgetown Brewery

32 Bridgetown Totnes TQ9 5AD
01803 863214 s ory

Bridgetown Brewery brews Albert Ale 3.8% abv; Bridgetown Bitter 4.2% abv;

o o
Shark Island Stout 4.5% abv and recently introduced Totnes Hemp Beer, Green Leaf 4% abv. Req I q I e ’ s l u s t the s ta rt. oo

There is also a selection of craft ales from around the world.

The Albert Inn Be pa rt Of the

Yes, it is a pub with a darts team, a weekly quiz, people resolving their crosswords,
people talking, joking, arguing and putting the world to rights. Our own ales
brewed on the premises, traditional home made pies, curries, Sunday roasts etc.
However, it also provides a sheltered beer garden overlooking the Dart. Free Wili.

Regular live music, an open mic night for the adventurous or enthusiasts.

Would you expect culinary theme nights, an elaborate lunch menu; a wine list that
will surprise you by variety and price? A large range of malt whisky; calvados and
brandy to please the connoisseur? Give us a try you will be surprised.

in our story, yo
membership

Tally Ho Country Pub Littlehempston

The Tally Ho is a traditional
Devon country pub stocking a
constantly changing range of
Devon real Ales and Ciders.

We have great seasonal lunch and Join the CAMRA Story
Evening Menus and regular cqmra.org.u k Iioin

entertainment.

You can be sure of a warm
welcome for everyone including
families and dogs.

tel. 01803 862316 Mike or Kelly www.tallyho.co.uk n
Littlehempston, Totnes, TQ9 6LY
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FOUR DAYS iN JERSEY

DAY ONE - On a Monday morning in late September, an early
(only) flight to Jersey from Exeter saw us in St. Helier before
lunch. Our room wasn't ready so we dropped our bags and
went across the road for a beer, unfortunately only lager
available, see left - must do better!

Our base for the four nights was the Pomme DO,
a pleasant hotel in an ideal position. Our first
venture for a decent pint came at about 5pm
when we walked round the corner to The
Lamplighter, a renowned real ale pub, I've visited
on previous trips to theisland. It did not disappoint
with nine handpumps, five cask ale and four cider.
My choice was Windsor & Eton Guardsman in
excellent form.

We left the busy Lamplighter and walked to
the Prince of Wales, which, strangely, was
empty, despite having seven handpumps
and alovely old interior.

Last call, on the way back to the hotel was
the Cock & Bottle, a Liberation Brewery
outlet offering Liberation IPA and Ale.

DAY TWO - Time to venture further afield. This could
have entailed catching a bus from the bus station just
round the corner from the hotel - very convenient and
very different to Paignton!

However it was decided exercise was required so we

walked the length of the esplanade to Saint Aubin, about
4 miles, where we caught the bus to Portelet a hamlet at the bottom of a peninsular with
a pub. A pleasant spot, we sat overlooking the sea, in the sunshine, drinking London Pride
and Otter Bitter.

Early evening pubs consisted
of the Troubadour, another
Liberation pub, where the
choice was between Ale and
IPA.So after a pint of Ale it was
a return to the Lamplighter
where the new beers were
Ringwood Razor Back and
Courage Directors along with Hobgoblin and J W Lees Moonraker.

14 M%Tf;t

FOUR DAys N JGkSGy... CONTINUED

DAY THREE - Was designated a ‘bus day’ so
initially we caught a bus to the north of the island and
avillage called Rozel. A pleasant village on the coast,
unfortunately the only pub did not open until 3pm,
so caught the next bus to St. Martins where the Royal
was open. This was a huge pub with hardly any
customers and London Pride and Otter Ale on
handpulls.

We caught the next bus to Gorey, a much larger town
with aninteresting harbour and castle, unfortunately
no real ales. We settled for an ice cream and a walk
round the harbour before catching the bus back to
St. Helier.

That evening we
walked a little further
to find Biere Atelier,
Jersey’'s only micro
pub. A pleasant surprise when we got there, three
handpulls each with a Purity beer on. Gold and Mad Goose
were available, Ubu on the third pump had run out.
However Mad Goose is a favourite of mine, so all was well.

DAY FOUR - Was a day that
didn’tinvolve any pubs until later
in the evening and as it was our
last evening we went to the
Lamplighter again. The main
change on the handpumps was
the arrival of Tetley’s Bitter, in
excellent form.

DAY FIVE - Was an early flight home.

Conclusions: Jersey is a clean, safe island with lots of different beers available and no pot
holes. The buses are clean, cheap and plentiful. The prices of beer, food and fuel are similar
to the UK. It makes an ideal destination for a short break. The trip home on Friday took just
2 hours door to door. I'm sure we will be going again....

A[/vw £ Rose
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SOUTH DEVON CAMRA LEISUREWEAR

All garments have the new logo on the front. Short sleeve garments also have the CAMRA
roundel on the sleeve.

Place your order and any queries by e-mail to web@southdevon.camra.org.uk, quoting
your name, style no, size and colour of garment and logo for each item required.

When we receive your order, [ CODE DESCRIPTION PRICE )
2 repl’:\/DW'“ b%iﬁé/ﬁu%tmﬁ RX101  Poly/Cotton Short Sleeve Polo £16.00
outh Devon CAMRA'S ban 569M  100% Cotton Short Sleeve Polo £19.00
account details. Please . :
make payment to this GDO5 100% Cotton Short Sleeve T-Shirt £14.00
account, then the order can JHOO1 Cotton/Poly Long Sleeve Hoodie £19.00
be placed with the supplier RG122 100% Polyester Long Sleeve Fleece £23.00
Please ensure you order RX301 100% Polyester Long Sleeve Sweatshirt  £15.00
the correct size; garments FR1I00 Mens100% Cotton Long Sleeve Rugby ~ £21.00
are producedto orderand FRIO1  Ladies 100% Cotton Long Sleeve Rugby ~ £21.00
cannot be exchanged if BBI5S  100% Cotton Baseball Cap £1000
they don't fit. \ J

For available colours see:
southdevon.camra.org.uk
orscan the QR code.

Delivery times will vary but we estimate it
will usually be 3 - 4 weeks from placing
the order with the supplier.

16 s —
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SOUTH DEVON CAMRA CELEBRATES
50 YEARS - PART 3

So after discovering the date of the first ever South Devon CAMRA meeting on the 9th July 1975 as
advertised in the What's Brewing newspaper, | set about tracking down said Hubert Rees shown as
the branch contact.

Chatting to our members Rob &Lorraine Zaple at the Staverton beer festivalin August, | learned that
Rob's brother Rick had in fact been present at said first meeting.

This was most frustrating as Rick had been present for all 3 days of the Totnes beer festival but
unfortunately we weren't aware then of his involvement. Rob was able to provide Hubert's address
in Aberystwyth.

Five minutes on the good old interweb confirmed the address and an email address. | contacted
Hubert who then wrote to me the following which | hope you will find interesting

Dear Clive,
Firstly congratulations on tracking me down.. ...

It’s very kind of you to invite me to the 50th Anniversary event in November 2025 and I'm sorry for
having to decline.

However, 'm comforted to know that the branch has continued to thrive for so long after initial
involvement. You're right that, having sought local opinions on the recommendation of the (then)
chairman of the Exeter CAMRA branch - home base at the Bridge Inn, Topsham (where else?) - we
were sufficiently encouragedto proceed with founding a South Devon branch and | duly became the
first chairman. In the ensuing months we had some entertaining times travelling around the South
Devonarea (and, as/ recall, further afield on a CAMRA- inspired cider run at one point).

Of course, we ‘discovered’several pubs in the South Devon hinterlandwhich, partly by virtue of their
relative isolation and independent-minded (if not independent) owners and customers, were
receptive to the case for promoting real ale.

Iseem to recall more than a spattering of retired ex-colonial and military types among these, along
with many wise Devonian landlords. Allthis meant that, at least for these more rurallocations, there
was alobby alreadly in place to join with CAMRA in reminding the world how things alreacdly were ifyou
knew where to go, for the sake of others less fortunate, how things should be.

Thus, they rarely needed advice or guidance on the main issues but were often receptive to the
desirability and benefits of wider recognition.

In retrospect then, South Devon was | suppose always likely to be furtive ground for the beer
enthusiast and especially when accumulating entries for early versions of the Guide.

There were of course severaloutlets inthe major towns and here also | recallmuch enthusiasmand
keenness to sign up for the cause but, viewed in hindsight, often against heavier odds.

lkept acutting froma Torbay newspaper, regrettably not identified or dated but probably from July
2075 (grainy scan attached). Still, it summarises our early intent as well as identifying the landlord
andlady of the time.

Mike Costly, then a sandwich course student at ICI Brixham and an enthusiastic start- up member,
is on the left. | have no present contact with him but he was valued for his fearless driving around
Devon lanes to the more exotic and favoured locations. | also recall that, for the initial meetings that
followed this publicity, | took minutes in long hand and circulated copies in that form,
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SOUTH DEVON CAMRA CELESRATES
50 YEARS ~ PART 3 ...CONTINVED

As to Rick Zaple, he was from the outset of his
involvement a stalwart member because of his
alreadly well-developed knowledge of CAMRA aims
and his confident commitment to the cause, we *C
have continued to exchanged Xmas cards to the
present, although without additional contact. Iwish
him well if you succeed in contacting him, not having u
realised before that he had such strong family d
commitments to the area- youmention his brother Robert as acurrent member.

| do remember Roger Adam’s as a friendly and vital contributor to the early
effort, giving faith that the initiative would survive. | was pleased to hear that he
continues as an active member and my best regards to him also.

I've not remained active within CAMRA but retain an affection for its early
pioneering objectives and spirit as well as its continued functioning as a model
for civilised but effective campaigning.

It was good to here fromyou and my best wishes for continued success inyour
50th Anniversary year and inyour role as chairman,

With best wishes, Hubert Rees

(Founding chairman; it never occurred to me that this might have some historical significance in
later life!)

Clive Magleviell
An independent local pub with the magic mix
of good ale and good food.
Kents Pub, 1 llsham Road, Wellswood TQ1 2JG « 01803 292522 « thekentstorguay.co.uk
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A RURAL PUB PAR EXCELLENCE

It'sabouta thirty-minute walk from Goldstone Wharf, where we moored opposite The Wharf Tavern
onthe Shropshire Union Canal, to the village of Cheswardine. The stroll took us along rural lanes to
the heart of this village which, although in Shropshire, is close to the border with Staffordshire.

To a great extent, this village is similar to so many other archetypal rural villages in this country. A
beautiful church, red K9 telephone box, not just one but a couple of pubs and a shop. This latter
however closed some years back and a community shop in the parish hall has now taken over
whilst the telephone box is now a small Cheswardine museum. But, still two pubs.

The Fox & Hounds is from the ‘new’ Joules stable, having been under the same brewery name
when the ‘old’ brewery was located in Stone, Staffordshire. It is now only five miles from the ‘new’
Joules brewery, situated in nearby Market Drayton. All of the ‘new’ Joules houses we have visited,
and their estate now comprises over forty pubs, in a similar estate area to the ‘old’, original Joule’s
in Staffordshire, have been heavily refurbished. Quite costly refurbishments | would suspect with
agreatuse of oak, but all quite characterful nevertheless and with much memorabilia from the ‘old’
Joules. They all usually stock three of their core beers with one of their seasonal guests and major
onthedining scene. The Fox &Hounds was, however, not our destination, so we strolled past to the
second of the village's pubs, which for one reason or another has eluded us for years.

Fromthe outside, the Red Lion is like alarge, old, detached house with a side extension, butinside.....
whata gem! Amulti-CAMRA award winner, everywhere scrupulously clean (I'm sure some surgical
practicesare notas clean and sweetasthe gents)),

lovely characterful lounge area and a perfect bar,

complete with wooden seats and friendly ‘rural

rustics’ enjoying their ales. And what a choice of

ales. Four on tap, all sampled and in excellent

condition. Namely: Courage Directors, Salopian

Oracle and Three Tuns XXX together with their

Best. We settled down in the bar, chatting with the

locals and due to the varied and engaging

conversation, soon feeling like locals ourselves. The

lady behind the bar was as every bar person should

be, pleasant, knowledgeable about the ales and

obviously knowing her customers. As soon as a glass was spied to be nearly empty, another would
be carried to the imbibers table and the empty glass removed. A service most welcomed by one
ortwo of more senior years. No food in this pub, just cobs (baps, buns or batches, depending where
inthe Midlands one lives) and pickled eggs together with the usual crisps and nuts. But why dine on
food when one can bathe in the splendour of a village pub of yore, not to mention with friendly and
interesting conversation in abundance?

Alltoo soon it was time to depart and having heard that we had walked from the canal, one of the
locals offered us a lift back. This benevolent gesture was politely declined as it was a pleasant
summer evening and all on a falling grade back to the canal.

We both agreed, an absolutely brilliant hostelry and one which any village would be proud to have
atitsheart. Sogood infact that retracing our boating steps, a couple of weeks later, we visited again!

'Piwv[ 1/( w/m(e
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“Jeel thie warn weleorme ...

Creeks End...

Breakfast
Lunches
Evening Meals
Ice Cream Parlour
Take Away Service
4 Fine Real Ales
FAMOUS Sunday Carvery

LIVE entertainment every weekend

Squares Quay, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 THZ
Tel. 01548 853434 www.creeksendinn.co.uk

Live Music Traditional
every Saturday Sunday Roast

A traditional British family pub offering an exciting mix of British & World lagers, cask
conditioned British ales, good wine and an enviable list of gins. Known as ‘The First & Last Pub’
only a short 5 minute walk from the harbour.

FOOD SERVED DAILY

*Must show valid CAMRA members card at time of ordering. Available all day every day.
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South Devon Hospitality
Stocktaking Services

10% Off First Visit - Quote STUK10%

" FullLiquor & Food Stocktakes

/ Avoid waste & Achieve GPs

J Accurate stocktakes, Increased
Profitability & Efficiency

|3
I & -skornia@stocktakeuk.co.uk ﬁ @

FOLLOW
@ 0800 0274128 -

THE GREEN DRAGON
STOKE FLEMING

Alan and Georgie welcome you to their traditional village pub serving homemade
food, local real ales, delicious wines, a large selection of gin, rums and other spirits.

‘We have a sunny patio and beautiful beer garden,
during warmer months our alfresco bar will be open
and in cooler months our log fire will be roaring.

We love to hold a variety of live entertainment,
quiz and themed nights and an annual beer
and music festival, throughout the year.

You can find us on the South West Coastal
path and the bus route. We are very dog friendly.

We offer a10% discount off real ales
for CAMRA members (exclusions apply).

The Green Dragon, Church Road,
Stoke Fleming, TQ6 0PX. 01803 770238

www.facebook.com/greendragon2018
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A GRUMPY FOR ALL SEASONS

Let's start with spring and with the annual migrations of pub populations to the gardens
with the appearance of the first daffodils. Beware the warnings of T.S. Elliot that April is
the cruellest month as you get lulled into false optimism with fleeting spring sunshine
quickly giving way to a downpour and a scramble to return to the bar.

As the summer becomes established an immediate problem appears with the need to
grapple with the average garden furniture and what are called picnic tables. The average
CAMRA member is neither a contortionist or Olympic gymnast and getting seated is
problematical especially if you have a knee or back problem.

Do you sitdown and attempt to swing both legs under the table or adopt the one leg at
a time approach? Either way the result is ungainly and possibly painful. There will
eventually come a time when another pint or a trip to the facilities is required and the
whole cumbersome process is repeated in reverse. The secret here is having a strong
bladder and being mean enough to letting others buy the drinks thereby avoiding the
need to move.

I always feel sorry for smokers outside braving the elements and huddled together for
mutual warmth and appearing somewhat. forlorn. They are exiled for the comfort of
others, but in summer we are all in it together and the results are not always pleasant
with a fug of smoke and dead cigarettes settling over those areas where the puffers
congregate.

Naturally there will be children in gardens which is where they belong rather than inside
the pub. Sometimes it seems like dog city in the garden, but their antics are invariably an
improvement to that of the children. Busy summers days with drinkers, children and
dogs all milling about the garden can give the impression of the peasants from the
Middle Ages in a Bruegel painting with all the excesses involved.

As the light fades and the winter months approach we are all back inside leaving the
deferred bunch of forlorn smokers to congregate outside together with the cold wet
and windy elements. It is only to have an overly romantic view of all of this with contented
dogs laid out around a raging fire and the rest of us at peace with the world. However,
there is not much worse than a smelly canine having these attributes enhanced by the
heat and duly distributed around the bar supplemented by bursts of gas from their
festive digestive system.

lalways dread the arrival and the beginning of the football season. | have nothing against
the game itself, hut the fact that it compels all eyeballs toward the screen thereby
suspending all other activities including conversation The game is over marked with
experts and endless commentary which is virtually unintelligible meaningless nonsense.
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I'm reminded of a Monty Python sketch where the interviewer analysed in very
academic terms and then asked the footballer how he saw it who replied | saw the ball
and kicked it into the back of the net There are far too many superlatives where
everything is amazing or fantastic or incredible when | really feel like throwing my glass at
the screen. A bit later in the season we can all look forward to the chants of ENGEERLND
or EngERLUND echoing from our pubs Traditionally the winter is for the darker and
stronger beers whilst the summer is for the weaker and lighter varieties However this
can be taken to extremes. | came across cool or even Extra Cooled Doom Bar to
lubricate the throat to cheer on ‘EngERLUND’ ( to be continued when Mr Grumpy regains
his composure).

Aka the Grumpy Old Man
Please enter your monthly What Pub scores by the 6th of the
following month for them to be included on that month’s database.
For a’how to’ description of scoring see southdevon.camra.org.uk
~ CAMRA MEMBER PUB DISCOUNTS \
The following pubs give discounts to card carrying CAMRA members
Pub Location Scheme
Golden Lion Brixham 10% off cask beers
The Queens Arms Brixham Mondays real ale £3.50 pint
The Cherub Inn Dartmouth 10% off a pint
The Palk Arms Hennock 15% off a pint Monday-Friday
The Sloop Kingskerswell 10% off cask beers
Dartmouth Inn Newton Abbot 30p off a pint
Maltings Taphouse Newton Abbot 10% off cask & keg
The Railway Newton Abbot 10% off bar bill
Torbay Inn Paignton 10% off a pint
The Green Dragon Stoke Fleming 10% off a pint
The Church House Inn Stokeinteignhead 30p off a pint
The Castle Inn Stoke Gabriel 40p off a pint
The Old Engine House Torquay 10% off cask beers
TQ Beerworks Torquay 10% off a pint
Yates Torquay 10% off a pint
Totnes Brewing Co Totnes 10% off TBC brews )
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Alan Cooke, Paul Hulme, Paul (Grizzly) Adams, Roger Adams, lan Packham,
Bob Southwell, Dave Clarke, Clive Mackriell and Phil (Billy) Kidd

SOUTH DEVON CAMRA BRANCH CONTACTS

Branch Chairman - Clive Mackriell 07838 626219
chairman@southdevon.camra.org.uk

Vice Chairman & Treasurer - lan Packham
vicechairman@southdevon.camra.org.uk
Social Secretary, Branch Contact & Webmaster Alan Cooke 07767 362502
web@southdevon.camra.org.uk
Membership Secretary - David Clarke 07877 246495
membershipsec@southdevon.camra.org.uk
Secretary - David Wheeler 07970 711038
secretary@southdevon.camra.org.uk
Pub Liaison Coordinator - Phil (Billy) Kidd 07718 924126
beerscoring@southdevon.camra.org.uk
Cider Coordinator - Bob Southwell
ecosochistoryman@outlook.com
Magazine Editor - Lawrence Stringer 07961269272
magazine@southdevon.camra.org.uk

Visit our award winning website at: www.southdevon.camra.org.uk
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We publish quarterly and distribute to all
Good Beer Guide Pubs and other outlets.

We have a circulation
of over 2,200

Contact:
magazine@southdevon.camra.org.uk

This magazine is published by the South Devon Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale. However the views or
opinions expressed are those of the individual authors and are not necessarily endorsed by the editor, local
branch of CAMRA, or of CAMRA Ltd. Copyright CAMRA Ltd and South Devon CAMRA.

South Devon CAMRA accepts no liability in relation to the accuracy of advertisements. Readers must rely on
their own enquiries. Inclusion of an advert does not imply endorsement by CAMRA.

Last copy date for Spring 2025 magazine is 24th February 2026

SOUTH DEVON CAMRA

PUB OF THE YEAR 2014, 2016, 2020 & 2023
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Traditional Values ® Fantastic Ales ® Up to 7 Ciders
Good Prices ® Live Events ® Great Variety of Beers
Outside Bars Available

31 Station Hill Brixham TQ5 8BN

Tel: 01803 852074

Find us on:
[i facebook.

www.thequeensarmsbrixham.co.uk
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SAVE BAYS
30% ..o

and ciders online, all crafted to
perfection the Devon way and
delivered direct to your door.

WITH OUR LOCALS
DISCOUNT CODE

‘LOYALTY30’

Buy online at OX90



