Chairman’s Report June 2026
[bookmark: _Int_pSCUZFiP][bookmark: _Int_KUICO5OU]It gives me great pleasure to present my report for the year and to reflect on what has been a successful and productive period for our branch. As this has been my first year serving as Chairman, I would like to begin by thanking the committee members, volunteers, and branch members for their support, encouragement, and hard work throughout the year.
[bookmark: _Int_bdJEIcAP][bookmark: _Int_aZbHPqpw]I am pleased to report that our branch continues to grow, with membership increasing during the year, including 12 just in the last quarter. This growth reflects the continuing appeal of CAMRA’s aims and objectives, as well as the excellent work undertaken by members in promoting real ale, cider and quality pubs throughout our area. It is particularly encouraging to welcome new members to our branch, and I hope they will continue to become involved in our activities and campaigns.
[bookmark: _Int_V2OmOd8T][bookmark: _Int_dCFZkYLL]Levels of beer scoring remains high and I was particularly pleased at the increase in POTY judging this year, both the GBG selection and POTY processes went smoothly.
[bookmark: _Int_6kb8fDaG]One of the highlights of the year was undoubtedly our annual Beer Festival. Once again, the festival was a tremendous success, attracting strong attendance from both regular supporters and first-time visitors. The event showcased a wide range of beers, ciders, and perries, while providing an enjoyable and welcoming atmosphere for all who attended. 
Such an achievement would not have been possible without the dedication of our organising team and the many volunteers who gave their time before, during, and after the festival. My sincere thanks go to everyone involved.
[bookmark: _Int_mgoIGVkS][bookmark: _Int_jp40FdeO][bookmark: _Int_zwJiQOTw]In addition to running our own festival, the branch has continued to provide advice, guidance, and practical assistance to organisers of other beer festivals. Sharing our experience and supporting fellow CAMRA branches and local groups helps strengthen the wider real ale community and promotes best practice across the movement. I am grateful to those members who have willingly shared their expertise and represented the branch so positively.
[bookmark: _Int_N6kMdAsq]Our partnership with SIBA continues to grow and I am now in my 6th year as the cask ale Bar Manager and Cellarman assisted by Martin Hasluck and others.
[bookmark: _Int_n61iEqXC][bookmark: _Int_ppRKtvMP]At this years Maltingsfest SIBA competition our very own Copperhead Ales took both gold and silver overall awards, a fantastic achievement and a tribute to the hard work they have put in as we all know.
[bookmark: _Int_3i0sYVBV]There were also gold awards for Bridgetown and Teignmouth breweries and we have extended our congratulations to them.
[bookmark: _Int_nO53EApp][bookmark: _Int_YRQIX1BY]Our financial position remains healthy. Careful management of branch funds, combined with the success of our events, has ensured that we remain on a sound footing. This allows us to continue supporting branch activities, campaigning initiatives, social events, and future festivals with confidence. I would like to thank our Treasurer Ian for his diligent stewardship of the branch finances throughout the year.
[bookmark: _Int_f18F5Xhk]Looking ahead, there will undoubtedly be challenges facing pubs, brewers, and consumers alike. However, the strength of our membership, the enthusiasm of our volunteers, and the continued success of our activities leave me optimistic about the future of the branch.
Finally, I would like to thank every member who has contributed in any way during the year, whether by serving on the committee, volunteering at events, attending branch meetings and socials or simply supporting local pubs and breweries. Your commitment is what makes this branch successful.
I look forward to working with you all in the coming year and building on the achievements of the last twelve months.
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